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GENERAL MEETING, 
WESTMINSTER - HALL, © 


8 "Re" 


— 
7 


Wedneſday, July 17, 1782, being the day appointed for 
a General Meeting of the Electors of Weſtminſter, 
to conſider of a Petition to the Houſe of Commons, 
for a more equal Repreſentation of the People, and 

or ſhortening the duration of Parliament, about a 
quarter paſt One Mr. Fox and the Weſtminſter Com. 
mittee appeared on the Huſtings, when Mr. Fox being 


unanimouſly called into the chair, came forward, and 


addrefſed himſelf to the Electors as follows: 
GENTLEMEN, 2 175 


TT is my duty, upon the preſent occaſion, to 
explain to you the immediate purpoſe of your 
meeting this day. You all recollect, that an idea 
has been previouſly ſuggeſted in this Hall, and 
received, I believe, with the ſincere and unani- 
mous approbation of every gentleman. preſent, 
that there is an actual and inſurmountable neceſ- 
ſity, if the future preſervation of the liberties of 
the people of this country is an object at all worth 
attention, that ſome change ſhould be made in 
the parliamentary repreſentation of the people 


inthe Houſe of Commons. At the time, however, 


. r 


— 
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ET 2 
when this opinion was originally mentioned, the 
period did not ſeem opportune for adopting any 
meaſure for carrying it into execution; there were 
lictle groyods for any expectation chat the then 
Adminiſtration woutd: have taken any active part 
in contributing to the completion of a meaſure, 
ſo repugnant to their known principles, and ſo 


| hoſtile to their intereſts : upon a late change, how- 


ever, not the laſt that took place, in an admini- 
ſtration, which, had all the members of it been 
as ſincere in their principles, and in their attention 
to the true intereſts of this country, as ſome were, 
would ſtill have ſubſiſted, and, I hope, to tbe 
honour of themſelves, and the general advantage 
of the people, the time was thought. fortunate 


and proper for bringing this important vaint 


publicly forward, and for introducing it regularly 


and formally in Parliament; in conſequence, of 


theſe opinions, a motion was made in Parliament 
by a young man of the moſt ſignal abilities, and 
whoſe public conduct had ſo entirely concurred | 
with your own "ſentiments and wiſhes, that you 


_ expreſſed a deſire for him to become one of your 


. E 


repreſentatives in Parliament, propoſing, that a 
Committee ſhould be appointed, for taking into 
conſideration the preſent ſtate of parliamentary 
repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons; the 
honourable author of this motion, I mean Mr. 
Wm. Pitt, ſupported it in the Houſe with all that 
ability which characteriſes him, and with all that 
firmneſs, integrity, and dignity, which I believe 
to be no lefs in the number of his excellencies; 
but though his arguments appeared ro me un- 


- anſwerable, they did not carry with them that 


influence in the Houſe, which, in my mind; was 


due to them, and the motion was over- ruled by 


| a ſmall 
1 | 


— - 


4 

a ſmall majority. It appeared, that the Houſe of 
Commons were not yet ripe for ſuch a meaſure; 

and the principal argument adduced, as the foun- 
dation of their rejection, was this, that ſuch an 
alteration did not appear to be the general or real 

wiſh of the people of this country; if, however, 
ſubſequent events have proved the contrary, have 
proved that this was the real wiſh of the people 
of this country, I truſt we Thall hear no more of : 
ſuch an Oobjection. 

It is for the purpoſe of obtaining your FRO 
ments again upon this important ſubject that this 
meeting has been called, and I entertain no doubt 
that the citizens of Weſtminſter will concur in- 
the common zeal upon this occaſion, and will 
readily embrace every conſtitutional means for 
bringing about an event which I think, and as all 
wiſe and candid men muſt think, ſo fundamen- 
tally and effentially neceſſary for the preſervation 
of our rights and liberties as Engliſnmen. A 
worthy Alderman, a reſpectable friend of mine, 
will preſently make a motion to you upon that 
ſubject, and will read I believe a petition to the 
Houſe of Commons for your ſigning. © 1 ſhall. 
hope you will addreſs the Houſe in terms of reſ- 
pect and deceney, „ but at the ſame time with that 
firmneſs and determination which the impor- 
tance of the ſubject requires, and which be- 
comes Engliſhmen petitioning for the preſervation 
of their rights and privileges. I ſhould wiſh 
alſo that your petition may be couched as much as 
poſſible in general terms; if a ſpecific mode- be 
pointed our, it- may probably give riſe to objee- 8 
tions, and may involve in its own fate the tempo- 
ary deſtruction of the great principle itſelf, upon 
ich. that mode is founded. A ſubject of ſo 


B 2 complex 


8 


complex and difficult a nature will neceſſarily pro- 
duce variety of opinions, even among men who 
wiſh well to the general principle, and will cer- 
- tainly give opportunities to thoſe who are hoſtile 
to it, to effect the rejection of your petition in toto; 
if, on the contrary, you expreſs your wiſhes in 
general terms, very little fear, I truſt, is to be enter- 
tained that they will be properly attended to, and 
that the object of the Petition will be completed, 
for this is a clear, plain, broad truth that no man 
in the Houſe of Commons will venture to deny, 
that a pure, uncorrupt general repreſentation of the 
people is the great characteriſtic of the Engliſh 
cConſtitution, and that the preſervation of it 2 
pends upon the due and proper ſupport of that 
eſſential quality. That it is not properly ſupported 
now, is evident to the meaneſt * 
and no man will be found therefore hardy or 
weak enough to deny either the truth of the facts 
upon which your Petition will be founded, or the 
| Juſtice and expediency of its object. 
I T ſhall ſay no more upon this ſubject at preſent 
but after the worthy Alderman has made his mo- 
tion to you, if any converſation ſhould ariſe upon it, 
I ſhall hope for the opportunity of addreſſing myſelf 
to you again. Icannot, however, help detaining 
you one moment longer for the purpoſe of ex- 
preſſing my warm and ſincere gratitude, for the 
numberleſs favours which I have received from 
the inhabitants of Weſtminſter. I muſt have had 
A heart callous indeed, and I truft very different 
from its real texture, if I could have been in- 
ſenſible to the various obligations I have been 6 
uniformly and repeatedly honoured with from you. 
Your kindneſs this day, adds one more favour tothe 


REIN? I am ſorry 1 have not the Rene of 
ſeeing 


| C $2 
ſeeing a larger. number aſſembled on the preſent 
important occaſion, but this is a circumſtance. 
owing, undoubtedly, to the unfortunate badneſs 
of the day. Gentlemen, I have only now to add, 
that whilſt J poſſeſs your approbation, whilſt I 
am honoured with your confidence, I ſhall never 
fear the arts of any perſons whatever. Whether 
they be open enemies or inſidious friends, 1 ſhall 
equally diſregard their efforts to injure me, con- 
tent with the approbation of my numerous and 
reſpectable conſtituents, who have. hitherto done 
juſtice to the motives by which 1 have been in- 
Auenced in my public conduct, and I doubt not 
will continue to do ſo. _ 1 ö 

Major Cartwright then moved that the three 
following reſolutions might be read; which motion 
being ſeconded by Dr, Jebb, they were read by 
Mr. Fox, and agreed to unanimoully. . - 


That the moſt excellent conſtitution of Eng- 
land, as formed by our forefathers, appears to us 
in no circumſtances more grievouſly defaced, than 
in the preſent unequal repreſentation of the peo- 
ple, and duration of Parliament, which continual 
experience hath proved to be no leſs productive 
of calamities to this country than depredatory 
of the rights of Engliſhmen, en de 


_ Reſolved, _ 20S $63 95 
That without a comprehenſive and thorough 
reform of the repreſentation of the people, and 
the duration of Parliament, there can neither be 
any radical cure of the corruption, which, after 


the beſt regulations of office, or partial reforms, 


may ſtill be employed on the repreſenuaive body, 


virtuous, whoſe beſt ſupport is from a Houſe of 


dur ſentiments on this ſubject, and to declare, 


5 *. Ia * * P 3 < 


by bad minifters, nor any permanent ſecurity. | 
againſt treachery or faction to the wiſeſt and moſt 


Commons which ſprings, as ours was intended 
to do, really and i from FRE maſs of the 


people. oh 


Refotved, | 

That the motion Wade on ade ark of May laſt, 
by the Hon: William Pitt, and ſeconded by Mr. 
Alderman Sawbridge, for the appointment of a 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, to en- 
quire into the preſent unequal repreſentation of 
the people in parliament, having been defeated 

a call for the order of the day, we conſider it 
incumbent on us, at this time, to make known 


— 


that we will never relax in our endeavours to- 
obtain a correction of the above grievances, and 
to tranſmit to poſterity a purer repreſentation, 
without which they can neither be Free nor 


Mir. Stwbridge t then came forward, and 4. 


A e | bt --þ 
re the buſineſs of 0 "I has ; — 7 ſo ably 1 55 
opened to you by the donc 6e Chairman, and 
after the Reſolutions that you have unanimouſly . 
come to; it is unneceſſary for me to ſay any thing 
upon. the occafion, but merely to ſolicit your 
cDncurrance! in-the following motion : * 


S * a _ 2 3 


Reſolved, , oy / 
That a Petrion dy DEL to * Houſe of : 
commons for a reform in the ö of the 


people 


tn) 


people, and in the duration of Parliament. With 
your permiſſion I will read the Petition to vou. 


Mr. Sawbridge then read the following Petition. 


To the Hon. Ui COMMONS of GREAT BRI- 
2 in n war aſſembled. hs 


FT * be Petition of the Mü of the City | 
| and Liberty of Welſlminſter. | 


Sheweth, 1 nr} edt 


Taar the preſent diſproportioned and LS 
repreſentation of the Commons of this realm, and 
unconſtitutional duration of Parliament, are griev- 
ances of ſo great magnitude as to require imme- 
| diate attention and effectual redreſs. | 

That your Petitioners do farther beg —— to 
ſuggeſt, that the obſervance of a due proportion 
of repreſentation throughout the kingdom, is not 
only the natural, true, and conſtitutional, but the 
moſt ſimple and practicable mode of correcting 
the preſent defects in the national repreſentation; 
and the only ſpecies of reform, that can either ren» 
der general juſtice, or give general ſatis faction, or 
afford a complete ſecurity for the future purity of 
this branch of the legiſlature. | 

And your Petitioners humbly truſt this Houſe 
will be pleaſed to conſider, that in the ſubject. of 
this petition 1s included all that can be dear to ci- 
tizens and to men. 

Your Petitioners humbly i intreat this honourable 
Houle to take the premiſes into its,confideration, 
in full expectation that this honourable Houſe will 
beſtow its ſerious attention to their complaints, 


exami ne 


169 
etamine their claims with impartiality, and finally 
afford its utmoſt aid in obtaining juſtiſteQ. 


And your Petioners will every pray, &c- 


Major Cartwright. I ſecond that motion; gen- 
tlemen, it is with particular ſatisfaction I ſecond 
the preſent motion, I feel more pleaſure at this 
meeting than any other I was ever preſent at, be- 
cauſe I am convinced, and have long been ſo, with- 
out ſuch a reform, as is the object and prayer of 
that Petition, neither King, nor Miniſter, nor the 
People of this Country can be ſafe, or free or happy 
in any reſpect. A great deal has been ſaid upon 
this ſubject formerly, I ſhall therefore have occa- 
fion to ſay the leſs upon the preſent occaſion. The 
laſt time I had the honour to be before you upon 
a fimilar buſineſs, I took notice of two or three 
facts which I thought deſerved your notice; there 
ate two or three others I ſhall ſuggeſt, to impreſs 
the neceffity of ſuch a reform more thoroughly upon 
— T 
I am given to underſtand, the number of electors 
for Weſtminſter, upon ſome elections has not been 
leſs than 8 or ooo, and the whole number of elec- 
tors are no leſs than 10,000. - Upon a ſuppoſition 
that this is the caſe, I think it is well worth 
your conſideration, to fee whether you are repreſent- 
ed in any degree of L e other parts of 
the kingdom. To ſet that matter before you in a 
proper point of view, I will recal to your recol- 
lection what I obſerved upon a preceding occa- 
fion, that in ſome diſtricts, 13,000 frecholders 
chooſe nine members, which is an average of 
1400 and ſome odd for the choice of two — 8 


(YL 1 

but you have only two Members, who have 
10,000 electors, their average for one Member 
is about 706, your average is the majority of 
| £000 to one Member; conſider what an enormous 

diſproportion that is; — you will obſerve in other 
places a greater diſproportion between the num- 
bers of the electors and their Repreſentatives ; 
there are 43, ooo citizens; yourſelves make a 
fourth part of them nearly, that chooſe 32 Mem- 
bers; you who are a fourth part of that number, 
only chooſe two of thoſe Repreſentatives; the 
average in this caſe is, 413 electors to one Repre- 
ſentative; yours you recollect is the Majority of 
gooo; but this is not the worſt, as you go farther 
you fee the evil increaſe; there are 41, 000 elec- 
tors for boroughs, ſmall towns, and ſea- ports, 
that chooſe 369 Members; the average there is 
only gg electors to every Member, yours is the 
Majority of gooo; but it is ſtill worſe than all 
this, if you go farther, for taking particular bo- 
roughs, you will find 7000 electors chooſe: 257 
Members; upon an average 27 voters to a Re- 
preſentative; and in ſome particular towns, 340 
borough electors chooſe 30 Members; upon an 
average of ſeven to every Member in thoſe rot- 
ten boroughs and Cinque- ports, and you have 


no more than one Member to the Majority 


of - 5000; therefore you need not wonder your 
property is made a: ſacrifice- to thoſe that re- 
Preſent thoſe ſmall numbers of perſons; every 
body knows they muſt be ſubject to bribery and 
corruption. A great deal has been ſaid about the 
repreſentation of the landed intereſt, and a repre- 
ſentation of the trading intereſt; I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, the preſent repreſentation is not a=repre- 
| ſentation of either, in any degree of fairneſs or 

common ſenſe; you muſt conclude from what I 


„ 
have already explained to you, chat in fact, the 
| preſent repreſentation is the repreſentation of 
great families, who. have great overbearing influ- 
ence in particular counties; it is the repreſenta- 
tion likewiſe of the Crown, who has the command 
over a great number of little beggarly boroughs 
and ſea-· port towns; for as the Crown nominates 
Members in thoſe places, it is the repreſentation 
of the Crown, which has no buſineſs with the re- 
preſentation of the Houſe of Commons; it is the re- 
Fare nun a great number of individuals that 
have purchaſed old houſes to ſend themſelves to 
Parliament; I mean, to bring themſelves in inde- 
pendent of their electors; it is the repreſentation 
of corrupt adventurers that come from the Eaſt- 
Indies, with a great deal, of money, who have 
bribed themſelyes into Parliament, independent of 
the power of the electors; the uſe they make of 
thoſe ſeats in Parliament, you all very well know; 
you have had experience in the preſent calamitous 
War, Which I hope in God will ſpeedily be put an 
end to, or I ſee no ſalvation for this kingdom. 
This. Petition is to reform theſe abuſes, there 
8 have been ſome 3 obhjections ſtarted, 1 ſhall take 
notice of none but that of the impractihility, 
of ee Vina. ſuch. a reform as is now hinted at 
in chis preſent, Petition, for gaining a propor- 
tionable repreſentation, in Parliament. One ar- 
gument to ſhew it is not impracticable is this, 
that it is not found impracticable for ingeni- 
ous miniſters to tax every thing you eat, drink, 
and wear, even to every. individual pot of por- 
ter the poor labouring man drinks, and even 
to every pound of ſoap the poor waſherwoman 
makes uſe of, to clean the clothes of herſelf and 
family. Now, if all can be taxed, there may be 
ways and means found that all may be repreſent- 
ed; and if they cannot only tax every man, but 
every 


E 
every morſel of meat, and every atom of cloth- 
ing, then all the argument of impracticability, 
with regard to making a reform complete enough 
to anſwer every purpoſe, appears to me the moſt 
abſurd of all arguments that ever was offered. I 
ſhall not take up more of your time, having fe- 
conded the motion for the petition, © - | 

Dr. IEBB. My- worthy friend, Major Cart- 
wright, having ſo ably enforced the neceffity of a 
reform in the Commons Honſe of Parliament, 
L and explained the grounds and reaſons on 
which the prayer of the propoſed petition is foun- 
ded, it is unneceſſary for me to add any . to 
what he has ſuggeſted on theſe ſubjects. 
A queſtion, however, may be aſked, In what 
manner will it be neceſſary for you to ads in 
order to carry your withes into effect 

In the firſt place it will be neceſſary to Nader 
the ſigning the petition as general as poſſible.— 
I would recommend to you ſtudiouſly to en- 
quire into, and thoroughly to comprehend, the 
nature of the reform you demand; * examine 
into the grounds and reaſons of the pi 


0 


and if you approve its prayer teſtify your ap- 
: probe by your vol fignature.'=1 would 
not, on any account, wiſh yqu to ſign what 

do not comprehend nor de induced to fu 

a petition from any other 5 than a = 

perſuaſion of the propriety of its prayer; —Copies 
will be diſperſed in proper places. = A due de- 
gree of attention will not be wanting in your 
Committee; but if you with ſucceſs, you muſt 
yourſelves appear zealous in the cauſe. It is ne- 
ceſſary that the ſignature be numerous, otherwiſe 
we ſhall give efficacy to the argument uſed againſt 
us in the Houſe of Commons — in which it was 
"WW "x alſtſerted, 
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rance and a manly e in the mode of urging 
their requeſt. 


aſſerted, that the reformation requeſted was not 

the wiſh of the people. ; 
A ſecond method, by which an ar: ode 
can effect a conſtitutional purpoſe, is by perſeve- 


It is your duty, 40 you be 8 of the 5 


juſtice of your cauſe, to declare repeatedly and 
ſteadily in — ear of Parliament, that no conſide- 


ration will induce you to ſuſpend your exertions, 
until you have obtained ſubſtantial juſtice — and 


that nothing but the conceſſion of your conſtitu- 


tional demand can induce you, without murmur- 


ing, to bear thoſe numerous taxes, which, unleſs 


you be fairly repreſented, can by no means be 


equitably impoſed, — It my hope — it is my 


People will be loud and univerſal from every 
quarter of the kingdom — that the language of 
every conſtituent to every repreſentative will be, 
— RESTORE, THE Consrrryrion of oux COUN- 
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ee which: i 3 h 500 is, f ſag 
your purpoſe, is, to watch diligently who thoſe 
men are, that uniformly in Parliament ſupport 


your cauſe and who they are that have the 


confidence to oppoſe it; — and by giving to thoſe 
who ſupport it, the fulleſt evidences of your ap- 
probation treating the opponents of your juſt 


and righteous claims with thoſe marks of your 


diſpleaſure, which their unconſtitutional and un- 


worthy conduct deſerves. — Be aſſured that public 

cenſure — for I do not mean to counſel you to 
any illegal act, is a powerful weapon, which 

ceannot be wreſted from you by any — 


expectation, that in a ſhorgtime one cry will go 
through the land — and that the voice of the 
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of your adverſaries. The moſt exalted: peer, 
however he may pride himſelf in the diſtinctions 
he enjoys — however elevated he may eſteem his 
ſtation above the common maſs of the people, 
cannot eaſily conſole himſelf under the loſs of 
their approbation and favour. This method, 
Gentlemen, of carrying your purpoſe into exe- 

cution, is perfectly agreeable to the genius of the 
Engliſh conſtitution. The power of taxation re- 
ſides in the Engliſh Commons — by this power 
the People control the Crown — this power is 
delegated to their repreſentatives — but the power 
of CgnsuRE the People till rerain— and thus are 


choſen, within the limits of their duty, — - - 
With reſpect to the prfer of the preſent pe- 
tition, you will obſerve, ip is expreſſed in the moſt _ 
general terms — it requgſts nothing ſpeciſic — this 
was concerted, in order to obviate that drverfity _ 
of ſentiment which muſt neceſſarily take place, 


we-ſtate, becauſe we all feel the grievance— we 
leave the conſideration of the remedy to Parlia- 
ment, truſting that Parliament will explore What 
1s juſt and equal, and do what juſtice ſhall re- 
quite. — I have no occafion to inform you, that 
a noble and extenſive plan for an 2 annual, 
and univerſal repreſentation of 1 Commons was 
propoſed in the Upper Houſe of Parliament, by 
that ornament of the © renin ſpecies, the Duke of 


to the idea of Major Cartwright, I intirely aſſent. 
— Yet, though” attached to the idea of annual 
elections, T can, with perfect conſiſtency, join in 
the prefent petition to the Houſe of Commons, 


to take the matter into their ſerious conſideration, 
4 Pp while 
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enabled to retain their repreſentatives, when ee 2 


before the ſubje& has been properly diſcuſſed — 


Richmond To that plan, which correſponds alſo | 
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— while, at the fame time, thoſe who are equally 
attached to triennial Parliaments, may, with equal 
conſiſtency, unite in the ſame requeſt... 
TI muſt tarther obſerve to you, that the preſent 
is a moment fingularly favourable to our views. 
There is a general diſpoſition throughout Eng- 
land to concur in this ſalutary work ; and we 
have alſo at the head of public affairs, a ſet of 
men who have profeſſed and. manifeſted a zealous 
attachment to our cauſe. It is with heartfelt ſa- 
tisfaction that I requeſt you to turn your attention 


to that exalted character, the Duke of Richmond, 


who may in a manner be ſaid to live only to ef 
fect this great, this important purpoſe. We have 
allo the expreſs declarations of the Earl of Shel- 
burne, as may be ſeen in his letter to the county 
of Wilts, wherein he declares, that the people of 
England have a right to an annual election of 


their repreſentatives, and an equal repreſentation, 


founded upon an higher authority than any act or 
acts of Parliament can confer, We have, there- 
fore, a right to conclude, that a nobleman, who 
ſo ſolemnly declared his ſentiments in the face of 
the people, will, now he is poſſeſſed of power, 
ſteadily ſupport our equitable and conſtitutional 
demand. We have alſo a right to declare, that 
if be fails in gratifying our reaſonable expecta- 
tions, he will jucy incur that public, cenſure, the 
nature of which T have before delineated, and loſe 
all title to the eſtimation of his fellow citizens. 
In ſuch circumſtances, the. moſt ſplendid diſtinc- 
tions of office will afford a very imperfect conſola- 
tion to the Earl of Shelburne. I. will alſo mention 
another worthy character now in power, and at- 
tached to your cauſe: I mean the illuſtrious ſon of 


that illuſtrious ſtateſman, the Earl of OY 
E 
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He has already merited much of his country, by 
moving for the appointment of a committee to con- 
ſider our requeſt. 

With all theſe proſpects you will be wanting to 
yourſelves and your poſterity, if you do not ma- 
nifeſt your attachment to your excellent cauſe in 
the manner I have deſcribed. ' Sign the petition : 
recommend it. to your neighbours; and declare 
thoſe who are againſt it to be unworthy of your 
confidence. Be affured, if you will yourſelves 
properly ſupport it, no human power can prevent 
your ſucceſs. The repreſentation of the people 
is the excluſive concern of the people. To the 
Houſe of Lords, particular offices and powers are 
affigned, with which the people cannot with pro- 
priety interfere : but with, reſpect to the Houle of 
Commons, their buſineſs is your buſineſs, their 
rights your rights. I will aſk you, is it reaſonable 
that you ſhould pay taxes, and have no controul 
over the men who impoſe them ? and if you have 
not a ſufficient controul, you have no controul. 
1 will alſo aſk yöd, if you, who are ſo immediate- 
ly concerned in. this great queſtion, will not exert 
yourſelves, do you expect that the King, that the 
Lords, that the Houle of Commons, that corrupt 
body, which is the propoſed object of the reform, 
will effect it for you? IJ once more, therefore, 
recommend to you a_ firm, decided, perſever- 
ing, but yet pacific conduct. Peaceful means 
will be ſufficient for your purpoſe : but zeal will 
be required; and a firm determination to honour 
with your approbation and confidence only thoſe 
of your repreſentatives, who by a uniform, ſteady, 
and confiftent conduct ſhell manifeſt a Warm at- 
tachment to your cauſe. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Fox then read the petting, which was re- 
ſolved upon unanimouſly, . 

= Fox then ſaid, I believe gentlemen. it will 

be proper to acquaint you that there will be Pe- 

titions ready for * in different paces of the 


town. 
Major Cartwright Werd fan it to be 3 
by their two repreſentatives, Mr. Fox and Sir 
Cecil Wray, which was agreed to unanimouſly, | 

Dr. Jezz. The particular buſineſs for 2 

this meeting was called, being now concluded, 1 
leave to offer a few reflections upon a matter 
of the moſt ſerious and important nature. 

Under a ſtrong impreſſion of the calamities a5. 
rired upon us from an unjuſt and unnatural war, 
the inhabitants of this city lately preſented a Pe- 
tition to the King, ther he would relinquiſh 
« entirely, and for. ever, the plan of reducing our 
* American brethren to obedience by force;” The 
changes that ſoon after took place in the royal coun- 
{cls-and the adminiſtration of this country, led us 
to expect that the prayer of our Petition would be 
granted, -and _ calamitous conteſt terminate in 
PAS. by, 1 | 

An event very different "iſe the fact. 

It is your duty and your intereſt, my og Citt- 
zens, on whom muſt be levied the taxes neceſſary to 
_ the ſupport of ſuch a conteſt, taxes which our ex- 

hauſted finances are utterly unable to ſuſtain, to be 
on your guard, left, under falſe pretences, you be 
induced to give your ſanction to the continuance o 
a war which threatens the deſtruction of our coun- 
try. T preſume not to ſpeak of the meaſures of 
the cabinet, except ſo far as thoſe meaſures are 
openly declared; form my judgment ſolely from 
what the Members of Adminiſtration have declared . 
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in the Houſe. of Peers, een of the Con: 
mons; from hence, there is too much reaſon to ap- 
prehend that doubts: and- difficulties: ſtill remain 
with reſpect to the main object of our prayer. 

] will unfold: my feelings without reſerve. It is 

not without ſome reaſon ſuppoſed, that notwith- 

ſtanding late appearances, there ftill exiſts in the 

prefiding power of this country, an indiſpoſition to 

accede to the unqualified independence of America: 

nor is it poſſible that the contrary can be aſcertain- 

ed, as long as the conceſſion of this 1ndependence' _ 1 
ſhall be connected with the II of a gene — 

ral treaty of peaacgmmuue. | 

In ſuch + $9006 beg a e point of | 
diſpute between this country and any other of the 
belligerent powers, may be held forth as the o- 
tenſible ground and reaſon for protracting the war. 

Years may pals, before this diſpute ſhall be ad- 
juſted ; other points of difference may ariſe, or 
artfully be ſuggeſted by the Miniſter of the day, 
and thus the recognition of independence be ſuſ- 
peuded until new delufions' ſhall-take place, the 
ravages of war be e and our en deb ane be 
complete fi bln 5. 

The immediate esel en of che unqualified 
independence of America will be our only ſecu- . 
rity againſt the continuance of thoſe evils we have 
already experienced, or the farther cajamities-we - 
have ſo much reaſon to apprehend. Such a mea- 
ſure will be juſt and honourable, ſuch a meaſure 
allo will be expedient z for in polities, as well as 
in the private concerns of life, ber and —__ 
ency are inſeparably united. 

When in conſequence of the e effect of 
ſuch a meaſure, on the various parties in the war, 
peace mall be eſtabliſhed, ancient habits of friend- 

5 ſhip 
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ſhip and commercial intercourſe will revive — the 
generoſity of the Americans will be awakened by 
our voluntary acknowledgment of their inde- 
pendence— their affections will return. And 
were we even to ſuppoſe, that the terms of peace 
held out by France and Spain, were ſuch as it 
_ would not become us to ſubmit to, the neutral 
powers, whoſe intereſt it is not that England 
| ſhould deſcend too low in the political ſcale, 
having their envy or their jealouſy fully gratified 
by 55 political ſeparation of the two countries 
of America and England, would, in all proba. 
bility, ſtep forward in our ſupport. 
You, I truſt, will therefore conclude, that your 
worthy repreſentative has, for juſt and ſufficient 
motives, reſigned the ſtation he lately held in the 
government of this country. Mr. Fox wiſhed to 
acknowledge the independence of America in the 
moſt unconditional and unlimited terms, induced 
by a well-grounded conviction, that ſuch recogni- 
tion would not anly be a meaſure juſt and honour- 
able in itſelf, but alſo would be attended with the 
moſt ſignal advantages to this country. For my 
own part, I feel no heſitation in declaring, that the 
acknowledged point ofdiſpute between the members 
of the Cabinet was not, as was aſſerted in the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament, a trifing ſhade of di if- | 
ference ; but, on the contrary, 1 am perſuaded it 
ted 5 in fact the xssxnTIAL difference be- 
tween PEACE and war. I cannot therefore ſuffi- 
ciently honour your repreſentative for his wiſdom, 
ſteadineſs, and integrity at this important mo- 
ment, the moſt truly critical that ngland ever 
knew; from my heart I am perſuaded, that he has 
evidenced himſelf to be an able ſtateſman, an ex- 
cellent citizen, and an 1 man. | | 
Ds. 
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Dr. Jebb then moved, that the thanks of this 


meeting be given to the worthy Chairman, for his 


conduct on this day; which motion was unani- 
moully agreed to. att „ 


Mir. Fox then came forward again, and addreſſed 
himſelf to the Electors as follows: 


| Gentlemen, 


1 cannot receive the repeated teſtimonies of ap- 
probation which you have this day expreſſed to- 


wards me, without again wiſhing to repeat the 
ſincere pleaſure I feel from your kindneſs, and the 
gratitude with which it inſpires me. I ſhould, per- 
haps have faid a few words earlier on the buſineſs 
alluded to by my worthy friend, if it had not been 


intimated to me that there were perſons here dif 


ſatisfied with my conduct in Parliament, diſſatis- 
fied with my. conduct as a miniſter, who intended 
to avail themſelves of this occaſion to expreſs their 
diſapprobation, and publicly to ſtate the cauſes 
and the reaſons for it : always happy in giving 
thoſe perſons who think proper to condemn my 
conduct, an opportunity of the moſt public (the 
more public the better) and moſt open explana- 
tion of their ſentiments, _ I was willing to hear 
what they ſhould be diſpoſed to ſuggeſt againſt 
me, that I might have a fuller and. more complete 
means of alen for I am thoroughly con- 
ſeious that the more the charge againſt me is de- 
veloped, the more ample and ſatisfactory will, be 
my power of vindication. The worthy gentleman 
| who ſpoke laſt, to whom I haye ſo many obliga- 
tions, and upon whoſe firſt ſuggeſtion I was ori- 
ginally recommended to the city of Weſtminſter, 
bu alluded to a peticion which I had che, honour 
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to reſent to his Majeſty, and which was ſigned 
by four thouſand of the inhabitants of that city ; I 
had certainly hoped that that petition, confirmed 
and ſtrengthened as it was by the ſeveral others 
which originated in different quarters of the king- 
dom, would have ultimately produced all the effects 
they prayed for. So long as I continued in Admi- 
niſtration, you all had a right to expect that the ob- 
ject of thoſe petitions would be carefully promoted, 


and that its principle would beinviolably adhered to. 


Had it been otherwiſe, you would have had juſt rea- 


ſon to accuſe me of being an apoſtate to your cauſe, 


and a traitor to your intereſts. What will become 
of it now, it is not for me directly ta preſage; 
but T hope, and moſt ſincerely wiſh, your petition 
will ſtill find a gracious reception from Parliament, 


and the honeſt ſupport of miniſters. 


The worthy gentleman who preceded me, Dr. 


Jiebb, who, if he has any faults in the world, they | 
dare the faults of too much candour, and a too Ansa. 


pecting honeſty, informs you, that you have ſtill 
the promiſes of Miniſters for the grounds of e. 
Ore that your petition will be attended to. 

e is willing to believe theſe promiſes. I am glad 
of it. I with to ſhake no man's confidence: but 
1 muſt be permitted to retain my own ſentiments, 
-my-own- opinions. I own 1 have ſuſpicions. 1 
have long entertained ſuſpicions, as to the general 


political principles of your preſent Miniſter. When 


became more immediately and thoroughly fatis- 
"fied, that theſe ſuſpicions: were not bar y founded 
L eſteemed it my duty to give a public indication of 
the ſtate of my opinions, and to hold out the fip- 
nal to the world, by retiring from his Majeſty" 
ſer vice. Gentlemen, Dr. Jebb has mentioned the 


names . ſeveral - perſons from whom you 5 75 
ceiye 


reaſo 


„ 
ceived promiſes upon the immediate object of your 
petition, as well as other matters of political magni- 
tude. As to the firſt perſon he named, I mean 
the Duke of Richmond, he cannot be more 
happy, he cannot be more proud, in giving eve- 
ry tribute of applauſe to him than T ſhall always 
be. He and I may differ in opinion as to the 


fitneſs or expediency of the moment for retiring 


from his Majeſty's counſels, but we are unthakenly 


united in our general principles, and in our fixed 
ſentiments of popular queſtions. — We can never 


long differ, becauſe, though an accidental difference 
may have ariſen, as to what line of conduct might 
be proper or 1mproper at this moment, I repeat it 


again, there is not, nor cannot be, a difference of 


principle between that noble Duke and me. — I 
revere the noble'Duke's principles; and am never 
more happy than when I enjoy a public: opportu- 


-nity of giving every teſtimony of my eſteem and 
reſpect for him. — He is an honeſt man, an able 
man, and a perſevering one; though, in my opt- 
nion, miſtaken in his choice of conduct at the 
preſent period. — But there is this conſolation for 


you and me, that the noble Duke is not a man 


that will ſleep upon his poſt; and whenever he 
has the fame reaſons to ſuſpect that I have, you 
may depend upon it he will not a moment con- 
tinue a colleague of the preſent Adminiſtration.— 
Another noble perſon” has been mentioned, as hav- 
ing made great promiſes : — I am not much uſed 
to 100 to that perſon's promiſes ; — and for this 


# becauſe paſt experience has ſupphed me 
with no cauſe for truſting him: quite the con- 
trary — I attend to facts, not promiſes; and upon 


that criterion you will perhaps find little founda- 
tion for confidence in the noble perſon alluded to. 
5 15 a ; & „ . . | 1 b The 
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The noble Earl, I mean the Earl of Shelburne, 
has repeatedly told the world he would never join 
any Miniſter that would grant independence to 
America: — he has faid, that in no circumſtances 
would he be induced to accede to ſo humiliating 
a meaſure; — that Britain's ſun was ſet for 
ever when that event ſhould take place. — 
When the noble Earl uſed this language, it was 
doubtleſs his intention to pay a compliment, and, 
it muſt be acknowledged he did not addreſs his 
compliment ignorantiy; he knew how and where 
to take his aim, and no doubt he has taken it effec- 
| tually; now, however; that the noble Earl's. object 
is in ſome meaſure attained ; now, for mere politi- 
cal purpoles, he recants the whole of his former 
doctrines, permanently and ſeriouſly eſtabliſhed as 
they had been, and makes no ſcruple to aſſert, that 
the ne of his former declarations are gone, 
that he has relinquiſhed his opinion, and ſub- 
_ - ſeribes now to a ſentiment which he had former- 
. ly profeſſed the moſt utter abhorrence of, an ab- 
© horrence ſo firmly rooted, that no contingencies, 
no misfortunes, no humiliation, could induce him 
to overcome it. If an opinion ſo formed, and fo 
- avowed, could be relinquiſhed in 2 moment, 
you have reaſon to expect that his other opinions 
will not prove more fincere nor more permanent. 
This is one grand, obvious reaſon for ſuſpicion, 
backed however by a thouſand others which have 
made an impreffion on my mind, but which how- 
ever I am nor entirely ar berty to make uſe of 
here; but gentlemen, it is not by promiſes by which 
I am governed, by which this aſſembly or the world 
in general will be governed. Let us look to perfor- 
- mances, and what circumſtance do you find not 
only ane recent occurrences, 3 in the whole 
7 | | POP: | 


F 3 
hiſtory of the noble Earl's political life, that can in 
the maſt remote degree tend to inſpire a confidence, 
eſtabliſhed upon that baſis? During the laſt ad- 
miniſtration, I will venture to ſay, you had ſome- 
thing better to look to than promiſes; the mem- 
bers, who now no longer form a part of it, not 
only promiſed, bur performed; before they came 
into office, they engaged to bring in a bill 
for diminiſhing . the influence cf the Crown; 
What they had engaged to do out of office, they 
rformed in it they engaged to bring in a 
ill of reform, and for the eſtabliſnment of gene- 
ral conomy they did ſo; they had patronized 
the Contractor's bill, as tending to purity. the po- 
pular repreſentation in Parliament they brought 
it through all its ſtages, while in office, and made 
it a law ; — and without any previous engagement, 
they did, what in my opinion is of as much, 
or more conſequence than all the reft, they 
introduced the bill for the excluſion of Exciſe 
officers, &c. from the right of voting, which 
ſtruck more radically and effectually at the 
corrupt influence of the Crown than any other 
meaſure whatever. Not a day paſſed, but ſome 
effort was made to contribute to the grand ob- 
jects of - parliamentary purification and general 
reform; and the ſole uſe they made of the honor 
of ſerving his Majeſty was, to prove, by actuai 
performances, that they had not . betrayed the 
confidence of the people, by vague, hollow pro- 
miſes, which they had no intention to adhere to. 
1 muſt requeſt you, therefore, to look to per- 
formances, and to them only. I cannot deſire 
you, it would not be fair, to compare the perform- 
ances of the late Adminiſtation, with the promiſes 
of the preſent; but I do molt anxiouſly defire you 
to compare the performances of the laſt with the 


per- 
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performances of the preſent.—T ſhall defire no 
better compariſon—no fuller proof of the differ- 
ence between us. I muſt beg you, in the mean 
time, not to beſo far miſled by ſounding words, as 
to compare the actual works of one ſet of men 
with the mere verbal engagements of another. 
To perform, requires, perhaps, more ſteadineſs, 
more conſiſtency, more ſincerity, than belongs 
to ſome men. To promiſe 1s eaſy; requires no 
refolution, no ability, no integrity. But if 
I am required to be influenced by a man's 
declarations, it becomes me to look at his cha- 
racter upon the whole, to examine his declara- 
tions in the whole: F muſt ſet his promiſes to- 
gether, and aſk myſelf, what ought to be the 
general reſult? It was reported in the news-papers, 
and I have received a farther confirmation of it, 
through the medium of private friends, that the 
Earl of Shelburne, in his place in the Houſe of 
Lords, promiſed to promote a parliamentry re- 
form; at the ſame time, however, that he makes 
this proſoſnion, he intimated a deſign of reſtoring 
the obſolete and dangerous practice of giving 
the royal negative to bills, which have received 
the conſent of the two other parts of the leg Ha- 
ture. What is this ſaying, in effect? why fic; ply. 
this 3 ( fo long as the Parliament is What it is; ſo 
* long as it is corrupt enough to follow my dic. 
'©< tates (provided the noble Earl ſhould find it ſo; 
but from ſome indications of honeſty which che 
1 preſent Parliament have given, I deem that to be 
' doubtful; *©ſo-long/as they echo my ſentiments, 
that is; the ſentiments of the Minifter, ſo lorg l 
«© will by no means adviſe his Majeſty to exerciſe 
c his negative. When the Houſe of Commons ac- 
25 quieſce implicitly in the wiſhes of the King, his 
. | Majeſty 


( 23 ) 1 
* Majeſty ſhall not interpoſe his prerogative againſt 
« them; but as ſoon as they ſhall be made an 
ce hogeſt, independent Houſe of Commons; when, 
by the reform that our late colleagues have com- 
4 pelled us to adopt, the parliamentary repreſen- 
« tation ſhall be rendered equal, general, and vir- 
© tuous, then it will be time for me to revive 
the cuſtom of his Majeſty's negative; then it 
« will be proper to check the opinions of ſuch a 
Parliament, and to deviſe an expedient by which 
ee their honeſt and conſtitutional powers ſnhall be 
. * rendered nugatory and ineffectual. The time ap- 
* proaches when the Houſe of Commons will be⸗ 
te come, in fact, the repreſentation of the people, 
« and when their language will be the genuine voice 
« of the peoplez but as ſuch ah'eventmuſt neceffarily 
prove of allothers the moſtunfortunateand hoſtile 
te to my Adminiſtration, I will hit upon a meaſure, 
« by which the inconvenient virtue of ſuch a repre- 
« ſentation may be made impotent and dangerleſs, 
e and by which I may preſerve my favourite maxim 
4 of arbitrary prerogarive, at the ſame time that I 
« cajole the multitude by a ſpecious conceſſion to 
e their wiſhes, and an empty compliance, which can 
« neither benefit them nor injure me.“ Such are the - 
racious intentions of the preſent Miniſter - ſuch 'Y 
the means by which he expects to eſtabliſh his po- 
pularity. But what honeſt man can be influenced” 
by ſuch profeſſions profeſſions ſo repugnant, ſo 
evidently hollow, and mutually contradictory ? 
I have another criterion by which I judge of a man's 
ſincerity in any ſpecific inſtance; and that is; by 
conſidering his veracity in other cafes: now the 
Earl of Shelburne has affirmed in Parliament, that 
he knew no other reaſon” for my refignation but ' 
his appointment to the firſt ſear at the Treaſury ; 
"T0 | — I give 
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TI give you my word of honour, and pledge every 
thing that is dear to me upon the aſſertion, that 
there were other reaſons for my reſignation, and 
that thoſe reaſons were known to the Earl of Shel-. 
burne, Happily for me, however, this does not 
reſt upon my fingle teſtimony : it reſts upon the 
evidence of the Duke of Richmond; it reſts upon 
the evidence of Lord Keppel, upon the evidence 
of General Conway, upon the evidence of that 
moſt upright and reſpected character, Lord John 
Cavendith, and upon the evidence of ſeveral other 
members of his Majeſty's cabinet, who have given 
the moſt concluſive reſtimony to the ſame purport. 
by their ſilence. The fact is, that the day before, 
the death of the Marquis of Rockingham, I did, in 
the moſt ſolemn, direct manner, declare my inten- 
tion of reſignation in the Cabinet, not with ſtanding 
that the health of the Marquis of Rockingham was 
at that time underſtood to afford more "flattering 
expectation than it had done ſome days preceeding. 
That being the caſe, therefore, I am. compelled to 
entertain ſome ſuſpicions of the noble Earl's ve- 
racity. But what does the noble Earl himſelf ſay 
upon this ſubject, when he was called upon for an 
explanation on a ſubſequent day ? Unfortunate- 
ly there was a thin Houſe, but the fact is ſuffi- 
ciently atteſted, ſo as to preclude the poſſibility 
of a doubt upon it. He faid, that he had not 
only heard me intimate ſomething like an inten- 
tion to refign on the day preceeding Lord Rock- 
ingham's death, but that he had often, on other days, 
heard me expreſs the ſame inclination. He had 
faid, that he knew no reaſon in God's earth for my 
retiring from his Majeſty's ſervice, but that of bis 
o appointment to the Treaſury; and yet, when 


he comes to his ae non he acknowledges 3 
e 


5 CY 
he and I had frequently differed in the Cabinet; 
not upon one or two Dern but frequently, and 
that in conſequence of this difference, I had often 
_ expreſſed my purpoſe of refignation. When I find 
a man diſagree ſo entirely with himſelf, I muſt 
doubt; I cannot help it; I cannot place an impli- 
cit confidence in his afſertions, nor rely upon any 
of his promiſes. The noble Earl declared publicly, 
that a penſion, which had been granted to one of 
his friends, a great and enormous penſion, was ori- 
ginally thought of at the ſuggeſtion of the Marquis 
of Rockingham, and was, in fact, granted by him. 
He has himſelf ſince acknowledged, that this is 
not true, he has confeſſed that the penfion in queſ- 
tion originated in himſelf, as it naturally muſt, the 
object of the penſion being his particular friend. 
do not wiſh. to load this part of the ſubject, 
but I muſt mention curſorily, that every pen- 
ſion which has been granted finee. the laſt change 
but one of adminiſtration, has been given to ac- 
commodate the friends of the preſent Miniſter; 
there has not been one ſhilling laid upon the pub- 
lic in any ſhape or form whatever, for the ſervice 
of any of the members of the late adminiſtration, 


Lord Shelburne's friends and connections have been 


the ſole and excluſive objects of all the pecuniary 
grants whatever, that have taken place in the 
mterval alluded to. I do not fay that ſome of 
theſe penſions have not been given to very reſpec- 
table and conſiderable men, — I am mot fincerely 
of opinion that ſome of them were moſt juſti- 
fiably. beſtowed ; but I am bound at the fame 
time to affirm, that they were all given at his 
defire to his particular friends. — I know but of 
three, and I could prove my aſſertion by a ſpeci- 
fie mention of the individuals, if that were neceſ- 

HY ſary. 
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ſary. —Notwithſtanding this, I myſelf heard the 

noble Earl, in one ſpeech in, the Houſe of Peers 

and it has been, I believe, pretty correctly ſtated 
to me by friends, that he uſed fimilar language in 
another on a ſubſequent day, not directly affirm, 
that is not his way, but ſtrongly iſinuate, that theſe 
penſions were not only beſtowed. at the ſuggeſtion 
of the Marquis of Rockingham, but that they were 
the conditions of ſome contemptible compromiſes 
which never were heard of before, nor ever had 


an exiftence but in the noble Earl's fancy, J have 


{fill another reaſon for doubting his promiſes : —1 
heard him repeatedly declare in Parhament, when 
the nature of his fituation ſeemed to call for ſome 


' expoſition of his ſentiments, as to the important 


object of reform, that be would endeavour 10 


i ſupport the en of reform upon fair confulera 
tions, provided ihe opinion of mankind ſhould 


& appear to go with them,” — He did not ex- 
prels a direct approbation of the ſyſtem, — 
bo does not like explicit avowals of. his ſentir 
ments, — he only promiſed. a kind of conditio- 
nal ſupport, provided the opinions of mankind ap- 


2 10 ge with; them, Why, be could not fay 
eſs,” no man could have ſaid leſs — If the gene- 


ral opinions of the public went that way, be was 
obliged to acquieſce; this does not amount to 4 
ſpec:hc' declaration of his own defigns or wiſhes 
he has not in any ſpeech 1 have ever ſeen or heard 
of exprefied : my ſuch, direct opinion, but has 
Jootked the car of the public with a general equi- 
vocal inſinuation upon this great point, without 
any meaning at all. Not ſo the Duke of Rich- 
mond he has made an explicit poſitive declara- 
tion upon the ſubject, which. if he does not ad- 
here tos T ſhall be more miſtaken than ever I was 
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at apy thing in the world, and more ſhaken in my 


opinions of mankind than ever I was in my life. 
There does not exiſt a man of more ſteady princi- 


ples, nor more ſacredly obſervant of his promiſes 
than the Duke of Richmond; no man forms a 


better opinion, and there lives not an individual 


who more faithfully adheres to all his engage- 


ments—There is one danger, Gentlemen, againſt 
which I muſt take the liberty to warn you, and 
which appears ſo much the more formidable 

me as coming under a very ſpecious ſhape 3 


Vou are told that if you once get a proper parlia- 


mentary repreſentation, you have got all you have 
to wiſh for; this, Gentlemen, is not true, you are 
deceived when you are told ſo. It is moſt un- 
doubted, that when you have got a proper parlia- 
mentary repreſentation, you have got a 7 mean 
and an excellent inſtrument, but it is ſtill neceſſary 
that you ſhould attend to the uſe of that inſtrument, 


and watch vigilantly that it be placed in proper 
bands. In all monarchies, and perhaps in mixed 


monarchies particularly, the executive power 


8 ;, 


ought to be carefully obſerved, and the utmoſt 
diligence exerted, that the immediate power 
which governs you is not only capable from 
talents, but proper from integrity and firmneſs, to 
exerciſe ch an employment. Gentlemen, no 
equality of repreſentation, no alteration in the du- 
ration of Parliament, no conſtitution upon paper 
or practice of any kind Whatever, can pre- 
ſerve the juſt and natural conſequence of this 
country, if the executive government is not lodg- 
ed with able and honeſt hands, I wiſh. you to 
have a true, general, conſtitutional Parliament, not 
that when you have got it, you may go to ſleep 
and repoſe yourſelves, as if in entire ſecurity — 
3 not 
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not that you ſhould be careleſs or inattentive to the 
government of your country; but for quite con- 
trary purpoſes; that when you have got the juſt 
and powerful inftrument in your hands of a pure 


and honeſt Parliament, you may make uſe of it for 


conſtitutional purpoſes; for watching over the exe- 


cutive as well as the legiſlative government of your 
country, ſo as that your intereſt abroad and ſecu- 
rity..at home, be ſecured upon the fureſt of all 
foundations, the vigilance of the people diſplayed 
through a conſtitutional medium. All the misfor- 
tunes which have befallen this country, have origi- 
nated principally 1 in the want of due and general 


attention to this principle. The ſyſtem has been 


to divide men againſt men, to ſeparate the force 
of each of then, and to ſubvert che foundations 


of reciprocal confidence. 
Theſe are the practices which have exiſted! that 


| they may not be revived, I wiſh and imprecate; 


J may be miſtaken, but when 1 ſee the ſame ſtan- 
dard reared again,. under the banners of which fo 
many calamitous conſequences have arifen to this 
country, I thought it my duty to light the beacon 
to my conſtituents, by quitting a firuation which 
1 liked perſonally, which was advantageous to me, 
and as convenient to my circumſtances as flattering 
to that vanity Which perhaps inheres more or 
leſs in all men, but which I felt in my con- 
ſcience I could not keep without becoming an ac- 
complice in the deluſion which I ſaw preparing 
againſt my fellow-ſubje&ts. If I have foreſeen 
theſe firſt ſymptoms of danger ſooner than other 
people, it is not becauſe I poſſeſs more pene- 
tration than my neighbours, but becauſe I have 


_been placed i in circumſtances better calculated for 


fupp! ying me with information u * theſe ſubje&s; ; 
- becauſe 


t 3 
becauſe I have had a nearer inſpection, and am in 
poſſeſſion of more facts, with a truer key to their 
fair and proper conſtruction, than other indivi- 
duals have had. All I wiſh of you is this, if 
you ſhould find my.preſages juſtified by the eyent, 
then I hope you will do juſtice to the ſin- 
cerity of my feelings, and the veracity of my aſſer- 
tions: if they are not confirmed by the event, I 
ſhall ſubmit myſelf contentedly to your ſeverity, 
and acknowledge myſelf the wretch which your 
authoriſed indignation will doubtleſs paint me. 
I have been | accuſed of betraying Cabinet 
| ſecrets, Do the perſons who advance this ab- 
ſurd and groundleſs charge, recolle& that not 
one ſyllable has fallen from me upon any occa- 
ſion, that in any reſpect affects the State, or 
the ſecrets of the Cabinet, but which has tran- 
ſpired in other ſituations, and has been mentioned 
by the Duke of Richmond, Lord Keppel, Lord 
John Cavendiſh, General Conway, and the Earl 
of Shelburne. Do the advocates for this noble 
Earl condemn me for the very conduct which- 
they excuſe or approve in him? or do they eſteem 
it an advantage in him to participate, even in 
the guilt of ſome men? Theſe are but aukward 
compliments, if they are intended as ſuch; but 
the fact is, the whole charge is abſurd and trifle- 
ing; and in this inſtance, therefore, I ſhall do 
more juſtice to the character of the noble Earl 
than his immediate partizans have done by their 
lilly patronage of fo ill- founded an accuſation. 
Gentlemen, Dr. Jebb, has expreſſed his opinion 
to you, with reſpect to the independence of 
America, in a. very clear and demonſtrative 
manner, . I entirely concur with that worthy 
gentleman on this ſubject, and moſt fincerely 
e Ot {nes PR 


Is 
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think that the independence of America, is not 
only a meaſure abſolutely neceſſary for the po- 
liticat ſalvation of this W but —— * 
confidered "itt the abſtract; a guts wife, and 
equitable meaſure. Some p repreſent. ty 

15 opinion as a humiliating,” baten opinion. 1 

| dlink quite the contraty ; that which contributes 

to the prefer vation of a ſtate, already at the verge 
of ruin, cannot, in a'political view be mean; 
that, Which reſtores freedom tõ a brave and 
enerous people cannot, in any view, be abject. 

8 Without Aa complete, unconditional acknowledge. 

ment of American independence this country can 
Have no ſafety; and 8. therefore, ſhould we 
deftroy the effect of a peceflary meaſure by an un- 
gracicus mode of performing it. They are En- 

Slinmen, — they have Engliſh habits, — Engliſh 

1 Feline — let us do with Abend as We did with 
Lieland, and 1 doubt not the ſame effects will fol- 
| boy. Had we bargained with the people of Ire. 
land, inſtead of of ri nting them ela what they 
Bad an Honelf HehEto, Fam convinced we mould 
„not at this NOSE had that country for our friend; 
_ they aſked for tiglits we ſaid in reply; take them, 
they are _yout's— natute gave you them — we 

bag no, conditions about the neck of juſtice — we 

cruſt ro your generolity,” and rely 'vpon your affec · 

1 tion. lat was the conſequence cer felt the 

manly fincerity of this contact as they ought; — 

| 5 brave and loyal people, attached to this 

8 country | 1 common habits and common feelings, 

and ftimylated by the generous mode of giving 
them what they were perhaps before in poffeſſion ö 
of, immediately ſer about giving ſome ſubſtantial 
indications of theit gratitude, and agreed to fur- 
niſh this country with its beſt affiſtance, a large 
num 
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number of ſeamen. If affairs ſhould proceed in 


Ireland, as they have hitherto done, I maintain 
that that vote in Parliament, which granted to the 
Triſh their juſt rights, and acknowledged their in- 
dependence, was one of the moſt advantageous 
votes ever paſſed... in . the. Britiſh Senate, and was 
a vote for an immediate ſupply of ten ſail of the 


line — A. generous, enlightened, people, formed, 
as I ſaid before, with Engliſh. principles, and ac- 
tuated by Engliſh. prejudices, were ſure to act 
like Engliſhmen. when they were treated with ge- 
neroſity and. kindneſs. — If you had ſtipulated and 
bargained. with them — if you had put the poſ- 
ſeſſion of their natural privileges upon contingen- 
cies, upon a 6 EI firmly believe, this ſup- 
ply of ſeamen would never have been obtained, 
and Ireland. would have remained at this day, not 
as a part of the ſtrength, but of the weakneſs of 
this country. This is the plan of broad, juſt, 
liberal politics that I always wiſh to ſee obſerved 
through every part of the. Britiſh empire; — this 
is che way to treat with Engliſhmen — to conci- 
liate their affections, and to diſpoſe them to 
peace; . they. abhor bargaining When liberty is 
the object of the ſtipulation ;—rhey will not refign 

the ninth. part of a hair in a bargain, but will 
give themſelves, if treated with candour, fairneſs, 
and ſincerity; . If this conduct proved ſo effioa- 
cious in Ireland, why ſhould we not hope it would 
prove equally powerful in America? The Ame- 
ricans have the ſame principles, the ſame paſſions, 
the ſame conſtitution, the ſame. nature; 20 I have 


no doubt, if his Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould think 
proper to adopt my ſentiments now that I am out 


of office, a ſolid, . permament, and , advantageous 
treaty may ſtil] be formed with that country : but 


% 
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Ay 


then it muſt have Juſtice in its princlpte}: and be: 
rality in the tenor of its formation. I wiſh, with 
all poffible ſincerity, that they may purſue this 
lan —if they do not, I fear peace is very remote 
deed What will then be our ſituation Fart 
indiſpoſition' for peace, at leaſt for the only princi- 
ple upon which peace can be had, and an inability 
for war. Our reſources are certainly mucb dimi- 
niſhed; and if they were to be employed againſt 
our brethren | in America, am not certain at 1 
ſhould rejoice much in perceiving the means of 


ſuch a bloodſhed much multiplied. 


The noble Earl at the head of the a 
ſaid, that if the independence of America PS 
be granted during the exiſtence of his adminittra- | 
tion, and he profeſſed himſelf of opinion that it 
ſhould, the ſpendour of this country would be 
gone, its ſun would be ſet, and his government 
would take place in the oiligbt of the empire. I 
hall not comment upon the reluctance which this 
ſtyle of ſpeaking implies in the noble Earl, as to this 
eat and neceffary object; but cannot help ob- 
erving, that the noble Earl's terms appear to me 
the beſt and moſt appoſite to his fituation that were 
ever uſed on any occaſion.— He was aware that 
his adminiftration was not calculated for the light 
of day; he feared that ſomething between light 
and darkneſs would be wanted in ir — An in vo- 
luntary copſciouſneſs convinced him, that a glim- 
mering half light was full as much as his povern- 
ment could witely be expoſed to that it would, 
notwithſtanding, be as much illumined by the llt 
of promiſe as darkened by the gloom of diſ- 
treſs; and, therefore, that it would literally be 
an Adminiitration betw-een lghe and Es, or, 


* 
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25 his: Lordſhip emphatically called it, 2 Political 


covilightt. 

_. Gentlemen, I have a . it * 
to thank you once more tor the conſtant and un- 
remitting teſtimonies which you have given me of 
your entire approbation of my conduct. I have 

bad the honour of ſerving bis Majeſty three 
months — a ſhort period — but yet, perhaps; long 
enough to operate as a trial of my integrity it 
during that interval, you know of any inſtance 
wherein I have forſaken my old principles — 
wherein J have held one language out of office, and 
another in it, with reſpect either to perſons or 
things, then think me a double man,” and deſpiſe 
me. If, on the contrary, you find my conduct 
has been marked by an indefatigable exertion to 
do every thing in my power for the intereſt of this 
country in general, and yours in particular; if 
you ſhould find, upan-the. cloſeſt ſcrutiny, that 
this has been the * ſole and anxious aim of 
my ſhort miniſterial exiſtence, I ſhall then 
hope, that Whatever may be your opinion of 
my abilities, you will at leaſt give eredit to my 
intentions, and ſubſcribe to my ſincerit 7. 

Gentlemen, I am obliged to trouble you avich 
one word farther on a ſubject that had eſcaped 
me, and that is, reſpecting my very worthy col 
league, Sir Cecil Wray. I have had the honour - 
of a letter from him; wherein he requeſts me to 
take this opportunity of affuring you, that he en- 
tirely, and in the ſtrongeſt manner, approves of every 
part of my conduct; and that his opinions, with re- 
ſpect to America in partieular, exactly accord with 
my own, as I flatter myſelf yours do alſo. He farther 
aſſures me, that his opinions upon chat OO 15 
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fo firmly eſtabliſhed that they muſt continue to be 
his ſentiments through life. © © 

Gentlemen, you have not had a long opportu- 
nity of experiencing the integrity and ability of 
my worthy colleague z — but you will permit me 
to ſay, who know him, that the longer he conti- 
nues your member, the more will he approve him- 
ſelf an upright, able, independent ſenator, and an 
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VE W PUBLICATIONS, 


Prinies for. 3. Debrett Succeſſor 0 Mr. dae) 1 S 


eee ele th Jouſe, Piccadilly. 


TASTE, and AMUSEMENTS of the two 5 


| Centuries in England. Price 28. 6d. ſewed. 
By JOHN ANDREWS, LL. D. 


AN ANSWER to the Diſquiſition on Govern- 
ment and Civil Liberty. Ina Letter to the Au- 


thor of Diſquiſitions on ſeveral Subjects. Price IS. 


5 Juſt publiſhed, 
No. XVI. and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 
No. XVII. of 


THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. 


Containing the Concluſion of the important De- 


bate on the Motion of Sir JOHN ROUS, for the 
Removal of the late Adminiſtration ; wich an 
Authentic Liſt of both MINORITY and MA- 
JORITY on that Important Queſtion, &c. &c. 


| Of whom may be had, 
The former 1 5 Numbers of the preſent Seſſion, 
price 1s. each. 


The laſt Seſſion of hi Work, (being the firſt 


Seſſion of the preſent Parliament) in four large 
volumes, price 11. 118. half bound and lettered. 


In the PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, 


No. 40 and 41, are printed the whole of the in- 


tereſting Correſpondence between Earl Cornwallis, 


Lord Viſcount Sackville, and Sir. Henry Clinton, 


&, &c, all which Letters were laid before the 
Houſe of Lords, in a as: of the motion of 
the 


\ N INQUIRY into the MANNERS, | 
a 


Account of his Engagement with Monſ. de Suf- 


\ xious. parts of ere. 7150 Plates, Vol. in) 


| Lich its. REVENUE, and the Impoſbbility of 


A Letter from Blake to the Commodore, and a Plan 
of the Harbour, &c. Price is. 


by the Author of the Heroic Epiltle to Sir Wings | 


be had together in boards, price 1 


Ship s of the Line, from the firſt of January, 1730, 


4 Obſervations on the Flects of the NE of Se 


Ae, by Perer Beckford, Eſq. A new edit, 


New Publications. 


285 Duke of Chandois for an Enquiry into the 
Capture of the Southern Army at the Poſts of 
Fork and Glouceſter. | 


On the DEBT of the NATION, compared 


carrying. « on che War without 1 5 72 deen 
Price 28. 


1 BLAKE's REMARKS on om. Johpſtones 


frein. A new edition. To this edition is prefixed 


„The DEAN and dhe 'SQUIRE; a Pond 
Eclogue : humbly dedicated te Soame Jenyns, Eſq, 


Chambers, &c. 3d edit, price 15. 6d. 


HEROIC EPISTLE. to Sir W. nem 15, 

-- HEROIC PQSTSCRIPT; 18s. i 
„ODE to PINCHBECK, dd. 

"*EPIST LE to Df. GHEBBEARE, "Ty bd. 
"The above, five being by the fame Aas, may 


A SEAMAN%* REMARKS. on the: Britiſh 
to * firſt of January 1782, with ſome occaſional 


bon. Price 6d, . 
THOUGHTS on HUNTING, in N i of 


with an elegant Frontiſpiece, oy TY: you 
5 6d. in boards. 


TRAVELLING ANECDOTES Sy 11 Va- 


Boards, 
che LucuBRk 


New: Publications. 


' -LUCUBRATIONS during a ſhort Receſs, by 


——Eſq. Member of Parliament for the county 
of - Price 18. 6d. In this pamphlet is given 


an Account of the preſent Repreſentation of the 


People, the different Plans for rendering that Re- 
preſentation more complete, and the time when 


each county, city, and namen Wi 7285 ba 127 


een to Parliament. 5 


The PRESENT HOUR, by a perſon of rank, 


price 18. 
A HINT to a Patriot Parliament. Price d. 


An ESSAY on the Nature of a LOAN; being 
an Introduction to the Public Accounts. Price Fig 


The ANSWER of MAJOR JAMES CUN- 
NINGHAM, to the Charges contained in the Pe- 
, tition of the Houſe of Aſſembly of Barbadoes, to 
his Majeſty, for his removal from the Go vernment 
of the "Iſland of Barbadoes. Price 15. 


An authentic LIST of both MINORITY, 00 
MAJORITY, on the motion of Sir John Rous, 
Bart. (one of the Repreſentatives for che County of 
Suffolk) on Friday March 1 5 1782, for the re- 
moval of the late Miniſtry. Price ad- 1 


An authentic LIST of both MAJORITY and 
MINORITY, on the motion of the Right Hon. 


Gen. Conway againſt the American War, with a. 


Lift of thoſe Noblemen and Gentlemen who paired 
off. To which is added, an Account of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Houfe; his Majeſty 


thereupon. Price 3d. "HE Yd 


An authentic LIST of boch MINORITY: 4 
MAJORITY; on the Motion of Sir James Lows 
ir, Bart. againſt che ee aha OY n . 
W . {CEP 


s Anfiver te 
their Addreſs, and the Reſolutions of the e 


Ditectors in 


from CALCUT TA, relative to the Adminiſtra- 


be judge of the Sudder Dewanney Adawlet, with - 


Britain and othe? Powers, from the 8 in 


Collections of Treaties being printed in the {amt 4 


New Publitations. 

Original MINUTES of the Governor-General 
and Council of Fort William, on the Settlement 
and Callection of the Revenues; of Bengal; with a 
Plan of Settlement, recommended to the Court of [ 
muary 1776. 1 Philip Francis, 1 

Eſq. Price 7s. Gd. 1 
- TheSTATE of INDIA ; in. two en gen 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and one from the Nabob 
Afuful Dowla, Subadur of Oude. To which are 
added a ſeries of explanatory Facts and Remarks. 1 
Price 18. 6d. j 


EXTRACT of an ORIGINAL LETTER 


tion of Juſtice, by Sir k lijah Impey. Price 28. 6d: 


- ORIGINAL MINUTES of the Governor- | 
General of Fort William, in Bengal, on the Aps >| 
pointment recommended and carried by Mr. Has. 1 
tings, in October 1780, of Sir Elijah Impey, tos 


a Salary of five thouſand fix hundred ficca rue 
a ; 5 0 or ſeven thoutand enen bannen 154 


Price 18. 


A COELFE TION of TREATIES of Peace, | 
Commerce, and Alliance, between Great-Britail 
and other Powers, from the year. 1619 to 1734 
To! which is added, A DisCOURSE ON THE Cos 4 
DUQT OF THE ee e racy: of GreaT-Britang Þ 


in Reſpect to neutral Nations. By the Nie Hon. 


Jenkinſon. — Price 28. 6d. _ 1 


A COLLECTION of all the TREAT irs & | 
"Ty 0 Commerce, and Alhance, between Greats 


+688, to the preſent Time. In 2 vol. Both the 


ſize, may be had complete, bound in 2 volumes. y 
Price 14s. 6d. & 


